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Preface
F. Russo-Marie, R. Donato, V. Gerke, J. Haiech, C.W. Heizmann, R. Pochet
The Sixth European Symposium on Calcium-Bind-
ing Proteins in Normal and Transformed Cells was
held in Paris 14^17 June, 2000. More than 200 par-
ticipants from di¡erent European countries (with a
large number of participants from Eastern Europe),
the USA, Canada, India, Japan, and New Zealand
attended the meeting.
The objectives of the Paris meeting were ^ as for
the past meetings ^ to increase exchanges, facilitate
and stimulate discussion among European and
world-wide researchers in various areas of the biol-
ogy of calcium. This symposium tried to cover most
aspects of the biology of calcium from the very fun-
damental ones of calcium sensing, calcium signalling,
calcium-regulated events and calcium-binding pro-
teins, to clinical aspects and the involvement of
some calcium-related proteins in human diseases.
More speci¢cally, the Paris meeting addressed three
important aspects of calcium research: (i) the recent
development of new technologies localizing in real
time calcium-binding proteins in relation to calcium
levels by the use of new methods, new optical and
electronic devices; (ii) the role of extra-cellular cal-
cium and of extra-cellular calcium-binding proteins,
and (iii) diseases associated with abnormalities in
calcium-binding proteins. A workshop was organized
by Bio-Rad and Elexience on the development of
new technologies in confocal and multi-photon imag-
ing.
The meeting represented a forum for discussing
di¡erent aspects of calcium research: the calcium
‘signalling’ people discovered the ‘calcium-binding
proteins’ people and exchanged ideas in talks and
poster sessions that were held in the cloister, the
refectory and the chapel of Port-Royal convent.
The extensive time devoted to poster sessions facili-
tated these exchanges. A large number of young re-
searchers attended the symposium (over a third were
under 35 years old), several of whom were given the
opportunity to present their data in short oral com-
munications selected by the organizing committee
from the abstracts/miniposters submitted.
The symposium was mainly supported by the
European Community (HPCF-CT-1999-00024) and
this support is gratefully acknowledged. Much appre-
ciated support was also obtained from INSERM,
CNRS and CEA (Sciences du Vivant), and this too
is gratefully acknowledged. We also wish to thank
Bio-Rad, Elexience and 3M-Sante¤ for their contribu-
tions. The European Calcium Society (ECS), estab-
lished in 1997 and headed by Claus Heizmann, pro-
vided logistic support and announcements of the
meeting were circulated through ECS. As in Mu«n-
ster, two prizes were presented for posters selected at
the meeting by the committee of Joachim Krebs,
Zu«rich; Marie-Claude Kilho¡er, Strasbourg; Volker
Gerke, Mu«nster; and Masatoshi Maki, Nagoya.
The Seventh European Symposium on Calcium-
Binding Proteins in Normal and Transformed Cells
will be held in 2002 in Brussels under the organiza-
tion of Roland Pochet.
The organizers of the Sixth European Symposium
on Calcium-Binding Proteins in Normal and Trans-
formed Cells: F. Russo-Marie (France), R. Donato
(Italy), V. Gerke (Germany), J. Haiech (France),
C.W. Heizmann (Switzerland), R. Pochet (Belgium).
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